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Abstract:
The values which should govern human life and guide political actions are universal. Yet their pursuit and realsiation vary - quite properly and inevitably - from place to place. Legitimate governments and sovereign states play a crucial role in mediating between the universal and the local. Today, the way they discharge these functions are subjected to extreme and transformative pressures. My talk will examine the promise these transformations may hold and the some of the severe risks associated with the current pressures. My aim is to alert ourselves to obvious difficulties rather than to offer any solutions.

