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Abstract

Georg Konrad Morgen, a judge in the courts with jurisdiction over

members of the SS, was assigned in 1943 to investigate widespread corruption in the concentration camp of Buchenwald. He ultimately prosecuted the commandant of Buchenwald not only for property crimes but also for unauthorized killings. The trial ended in conviction and the death penalty. From Buchenwald, Morgen went on to prosecute crimes at several other camps.

After the war, Morgen was extensively interrogated, and he testified 

at several war-crimes trials. In his post-war testimony, Morgen offered an interpretation of the legal authority of the SS jurisdiction, and he attempted to explain his actions as having been aimed, within the limits of that authority, at impeding the extermination of the Jews.

We seek to understand Morgen's objective position and subjective

self-understanding during the war. How did he conceive of his task, which was in essence to enforce justice within a system dedicated to criminal ends? How did he cope with the tension between his high standards of  conduct and the immorality of the system in which he sought to apply them?

